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SYMPOSIUM CHAIRS

8:30AM-9:00AM Registration
9:00AM-9:15AM Opening address
9:15AM-12:45PM Presentations &
Panel
12:45PM-1:45PM Lunch
1:45PM-5:00PM Presentations &
Panel

9:00AM-9:15AM Welcome
10:00AM-11:45AM Presentations 
11:45AM-12:45PM Lunch 
12:45PM-5:00PM Presentations &
Panel
5:00PM-5:15PM Conclusion 
 & take aways

Molecules 
in Action 

Water is
where life
happens 

8:30AM - 5:00PM

9:00AM - 5:15PM



THE NATURE OF WATER 
DAY 1 - Molecules in Action 

8:30AM-9:00AM Registration

9:00AM-9:15AM Opening address & Welcome: Prof. Douglas Clark, Dean of the College of
Chemistry, University of California, Berkeley

9:15AM-10:00AM Prof. Richard J. Saykally: Probing Complex Aqueous Interfaces. Endowed
Professor of Chemistry, University of California, Berkeley

10:00-10:45AM Prof. Arieh Warshel The role of water in biological systems. Distinguished
Professor of Chemistry, University of Southern California, Fellow of the National Academy
of Sciences, Nobel Prize in Chemistry

10:45AM-11:00AM Break

11:00AM-11:45AM Prof. Richard Zare: Water Microdroplet Chemistry. Marguerite Blake Wilbur
Professor in Natural Science, Professor of Chemistry, Stanford University

11:45AM-12:45PM Panel discussion

12:45PM-1:45PM Lunch

1:45PM-2:30PM Prof. Pernilla Wittung-Stafshede: Protein folding in water is basis of life and
death. Chalmers University of Technology, Department of Life Sciences, Gothenburg,
Sweden, 

2:30PM-3:15PM Prof. Frances H. Arnold: Enzymes do it in water. Linus Pauling Professor of
Chemical Engineering, Bioengineering and Biochemistry at the California Institute of
Technology. Nobel Prize in Chemistry.

3:15PM-4:00PM Prof. Harry Gray: Dynamics of unstructured Parkinsons and COVID proteins in
water. Arnold O. Beckman Professor of Chemistry, California Institute of Technology 

4:00PM-5:00PM Panel discussion



9:00AM-9:15AM welcome - Prof. Bengt Norden: The Role of Water for Life. Department of
Chemistry and Chemical Engineering Chalmers University of Technology Gothenburg,
Sweden. 

9:15AM-10:00AM Prof. Andrew Fire: Investigating biological diversity at the smallest
scale. professor of pathology and of genetics, Stanford University School of Medicine.
Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine.

10:00AM-10:45AM Dr. Peter G. Brewer: Hydrogen bonds and microbial swimming - and
sperm too. Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute

10:45AM-11:00AM Break

11:00AM-11:45AM Prof. David Sedlak: Adventures in Water Decontamination. Plato
Malozemoff Professor, Department of Civil & Environmental Engineering, University of
California, Berkeley
 
11:45AM-12:45PM Panel Discussion

12:45PM-1:45PM Lunch

1:45PM-2:30PM Dr. Jessica V. Fayne: Surface Water From Space: Mapping Changing Water
Levels Using New Radar Satellites. Jointly Appointed LSA Collegiate and Presidents
Postdoctoral Fellow of the University of Michigan Department of Earth and
Environmental Sciences

2:30PM-3:15PM Cynthia Koenig: Wello: A Novel Approach to the Global Water Crisis.
Founder, Wello Water

3:15PM-4:00PM Prof. Omar Yaghi: Shaping water behavior in water harvesting from air.
James and Neeltje Tretter Professor of Chemistry, University of California, Berkeley

4:00PM-5:00PM Panel Discussion 

5:00PM Conclusion and closure

THE NATURE OF WATER 

DAY 2 - Water is where life happens 

THANK YOU!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Prize_in_Physiology_or_Medicine

